Pope Pius XI
the position of the Centre Party in Germany, which now
decided to put politics first and to have a larger number of
non-Catholic candidates. At the same moment he stated
that the Fascist! were becoming more anti-clerical,
because they realised that the only party too powerful
for them in Italy was the Popular Party, which was
essentially Catholic.
A few days after this statement had been made almost
officially, the Pope received the representatives of the
Women's League and told them to go ahead in their
defence of the sanctity of marriage against Divorce Bills,
encouraged them to see that the catechism was taught
everywhere and that the elementary schools should teach
the children the eternal principles of Christian morality.
He begged them also to take part in committees for the
reform of theatres and cinemas, and ended by commanding
them to spread appeals everywhere for peace.
Almost his next big audience was to a hundred and
twenty-two Catholic gymnasts from Belgium, who were
returning from a Catholic gymnastic display in Czecho-
slovakia. They were received in gymnast dress. The
Pope dilated at some length on the subject of "mem
sana in corpore sano" and advocated the advantages of
"muscular Catholics".
He was busy about this time bringing to Rome all
organisations for the Propagation of the Faith, including
the societies in Lyons and in Paris, for he was determined
to start a new drive for religious development in the
Mission Field,
He also announced that the American National Catholic
Welfare Conference should be allowed to continue, and
thereby hangs a tale to be referred to in another chapter.